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The wise men responded with gifts of their 

own, gifts that represented their understanding 

of who this King was, who had been born.  

Sghr Bgqhrsl`r rd`rnm+ vdƍkk ad dw`lhmhmf

those gifts and thinking of our own response to 

our Savior.  What gifts should we bring, in   

qdronmrd sn sgd fhes ne Fncƍr Rnm> 

 

This Christmas, as you give and receive gifts, 

remember who originated the giving of gifts at 

Christmas time.  God gave the perfect gift.  

When we give good gifts, we think about the 

person and try to imagine what they would 

need most.  Sg`sƍr vg`s Fnc chc enq tr   Kdsƍr

remember His gifts to us, and 

how we should respond to him, 

as we give and receive gifts this 

year. 
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Our Mission  

Connecting people           
sn Bgqhrsƕ

Equipping them for life! 
 

Our Vision  

Our five-year vision is that 
by 2016 we would be:       

A dynamic community of 
joyful believers              

experiencing the life-
transforming power of  

Jesus Christ, our hearts 
ablaze with love for God, 
love for one another, and 
love for a needy world; 

where the atmosphere is 
charged with inspirational 
teaching, fervent prayer, 

passionate worship,     
extravagant generosity, 

and a spirit of expectancy, 
all to the glory of God. 

 

Our Affiliation           

Crosspoint  is part of   
Converge PacWest, the 

Northwest District of    
Converge Worldwide 

(formerly known as the 
Baptist General             

Conference).                           
Bnmudqfdƍr enbtr hr sn
Connect, Ignite, and   

Transform: Connecting 
Fncƍr odnokd `qntmc
Fncƍr otqonrdr+ sg`s Gd

might ignite movements of 
reproduction for the      

purpose of transforming 
lives and communities with 
Bgqhrsƍr knud `mc sqtsg- 

Who We Are  

From Pastor MikeFrom Pastor MikeFrom Pastor Mike  

December 2015  

Christmas, the season of gifts. 

Rtqd+ xd`g+ H jmnvƕhsƍr sgd rd`rnm ne knud-  

Ats kdsƍr fds qd`k-  H ld`m+ hsƍr mns khjd fhesr

`qdmƍs ` gtfd o`qs ne hs- 

@mc+ `bst`kkx+ sg`sƍr nj-  Gifts were part of 

Bgqhrsƍr `cudms nm d`qsg rhmbd sgd udqx

beginning.  Even the idea of God sharing His 

Son with the world was the idea of giving the 

world the greatest gift it had ever received.  

ƏSg`mjr ad sn Fnc enq Ghr hmcdrbqha`akd fhes Ɛ

(1 Corinthians 9:15) 

Hsƍr fnnc sn qdldladq vgn sgd fhudq ne `kk

good gifts is.  ƏDudqx fnnc sghmf fhudm `mc

every perfect gift is from above, coming down 

eqnl sgd E`sgdq ne khfgsrƕƐ 'I`ldr 0906(-     

The coming of Christ that we celebrate during 

the Christmas season was an incredible gift.  

And how should we respond to this gift? 
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 Family Ministry CornerFamily Ministry CornerFamily Ministry Corner    

   

Giving from the Heart this Christmas Season 

ƏLnrs bghkcqdm vntkc `rrnbh`sd Bgqhrsl`r
time with being receivers of gifts. But ,         
according to studies in human development, 
it is gift giving that reaps the biggest               
orxbgnknfhb`k qdv`qc-Ɛ-Dr. Marilyn Price 
Mitchell.  

So what is it about gift giving that may be 
difficult to teach in families with young              
children? Every one may have different gift 
giving norms that we either have learned 
from our childhood or our experiences in life. 
All families have different gift giving tradi-
tions, but how can we make sure children 
are really understanding and reaping the joy 
of giving from the heart? 

First off, the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 9:7 
ƏD`bg nmd ltrs cn itrs `r gd g`r otqonrdc
in his heart, not grudgingly or under                    
bnlotkrhnm+ enq Fnc knudr ` bgddqetk fhudq-Ɛ
God loves it when the giver delights in the 
giving, whether it be charity, tithe or                  
Christmas presents.  

One key way to help children understand the 
joy of giving a gift, even at Christmas time is 
having them keep a watchful eye on facial 
expressions. When giving a gift that the child 
may have created, helped purchase or 
wrapped, make sure the child is watching the  

face of the receiver. You can also do some 
pre-talk with the child and ask them what kind 
of face will they see. Will it be a happy face? 
Will it be an excited face? Will it be a sur-
prised face? After the child has given the gift, 
ask more questions: How did it feel to give? 
Cn xnt sghmj xntƍc khjd sn fhud `f`hm> Cn xnt
have any idea how we could give or help so-
and-so?   Asking lots of questions helps the 
child reflect and understand something that 
has been taught.  

Another fun way to help children in your            
family give from the heart is using the ritual of 
sgd ƏRdbqds R`l`qhs`mƐ- D`bg odqrnm cq`vr `
name and does acts of kindness for that     
person in the week before Christmas. At the 
end of the week, everyone will try and guess 
vgn v`r ƏfheshmfƐ sgqntfgnts sgd vddj- Rnld
examples might be, shoes placed neatly in 
the closet, or toothpaste on the toothbrush, or 
a chocolate on the pillow, or fun coupon 
books. Little sweet surprises make a                   
difference in creating an environment where 
the joy is really in the giving.  

Rhmbd hs hr r`hc sg`s sgd Əgift giving is what 
qd`or sgd ahffdrs orxbgnknfhb`k qdv`qcƐ L`x
God bless your season of gift giving and know 
that the best gift is from the heart! 

Guest Contributor, Erin Patterson                             

Elementary School children MTL 

December is, obviously, 

the heart of Christmas-

time! Just the very word 

ƏBgqhrsl`rƐ rgntkc nodm

up doors to share Jesus 

ƏBgqhrsƐ- 

One of the ways I do this 

in my neighborhood is by            

decorating my house and 

yard with Christmas 

khfgsrƕsgntr`mcr ne

Christmas lights.  

I have over 1,000 lights 

just on the tree in our front 

x`qc- Hsƍr ` udqx k`qfd sqdd-

Dudqx xd`q+ `r Hƍl

decorating and throughout          

December, people stop 

and comment on the           

decorations. Whether the 

subject turns directly to the 

manger scene, the gift box 

decorations, or just the 

lights, all are opportunities 

to talk about Jesus and 

rg`qd sgd ƏkhfgsƐ ne sgd

Fnrodk nq sgd ƏfhesƐ ne

Fncƍr Rnm+ Idrtr- 

Please make use of the 

blatant opportunities God 

lays before you during this 

precious season of              

Christmas. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria!!!!!!!! 

(To God alone be the     

glory) 

 

Jim Humphreys,                                           

Director of Worship Ministries 

 

   Music Notes Music Notes Music Notes 

A CONFESSION 

When my grandpa was ill, he told my grand-
mother he had something very important to 
tell her. She settled in her chair and gave 
ghl gdq tmchuhcdc `ssdmshnm- Gd r`hc+ ƏH g`ud
sn bnmedrr rnldsghmf---H jhkkdc ` l`m-Ɛ @mc
then he described memories from his service 
hm VVH+ sgd sqdmbg v`qe`qd hm Eq`mbdƕ
meeting an enemy soldier, looking in his 
dxdr+ rddhmf ` xntmf l`mƍr ed`q `r qd`k `r
his own. And then he shot him.                              

When she started to speak, he held up his 
hand. Even though he had to fight for every 
aqd`sg+ gd r`hc+ ƏSgdqdƍr lnqd- Cn xnt
qdldladq nkƍ l`m Rshmckdq> Vgdm H rnkc ghl
sgnrd ohfr+ H bgd`sdc ghl-Ɛ 

She let the weight of the confessions hang in 

sgd `hq- Rgd v`hsdc `mc sgdm rgd r`hc+ ƏHs v`r

rn knmf `fn- Vgx chcmƍs xnt sdkk ld adenqd>Ɛ

Gd rsqtffkdc sgqntfg ghr sd`qr sn r`x+ ƏH

sgntfgs xnt vntkcmƍs enqfhud ld-Ɛ 

My grandfather lived with his guilt for a life-

time. When I remember him, I think of a               

reserved man. He was a hard worker who 

struggled to provide for his family through the 

Great Depression. His health was                       

compromised by the early onset of                  

emphysema. He would often drum his fingers 

on the armrest of the couch, his brow wrinkled, 

jaw set. He faithfully  attended church; the   

family Bible was well worn.  

H jmnv lx fq`mco` jmdv `ants Fncƍr

precious gift of His Son, Jesus. But did he ever 

truly grasp the meaning of the gift. Day after 

day, he punished himself with the  memories of 

his past. Yet he never allowed himself to              

qdbdhud Fncƍr tmhk`sdq`k enqfhudmdrr- 

This can be a season of great joy and             

celebration. Our cultural celebration is fraught 

with festivities. But let us pause and reflect on 

the Baby Jesus, our Savior. For God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16) 

God bless, 

Khmc` Ghmjkd+ Bghkcqdmƍr Bdmsdq Chqdbsnq 

Adsgdk Bghkcqdmƍr BdmsdqAdsgdk Bghkcqdmƍr BdmsdqAdsgdk Bghkcqdmƍr Bdmsdq   
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  Sg`mjr enq rg`qhmf hm sgd gd`qs ne Fncƍr knud enq ntq vnqkc- 

       Carlos & Margarita Capurro,  Missions MTL 

MissionsMissionsMissions    

   Check out our Missions page online. You will find events    

             where you can volunteer and others to pray for!                     

                  www.crosspointsr.org/About/Missions  

É 

É  

 Outreach News  

              

      Bible StudiesBible Studies   
  

ǒSTUDENT MINISTRY  STUDENT MINISTRY  STUDENT MINISTRY     

     Jr. High & High School.              

               Thursdays: 7 to 8:30pm . 

     Ministry Center Room 3 

     Contact Pastor Mike: 318-7574. 

ǒMENMENMEN:   

   ü ƏAdvancing through                 

               Adversity Ɛ 
     (Charles F. Stanley).               

     Mondays : 6:30 - 8pm  

     Ministry Center Room 2 

     Contact J. Vandevier : 539-9299.                  

   ü ƏAnnj ne Qnl`mrƐ.     

        Saturdays : 8:30 - 9:45am 

        Ministry Center  2.  

      Contact Hal Mickens: 575 - 7087.      

 ǒWOMENWOMENWOMEN:   

       ü     Mondays : 6:30 - 8:30pm    

         Ministry Center 1                                

         Inductive Bible study  

         Contact Jan Wells: 829-2956:                  

         jan.sunergosbible@gmail.org 

      ü   Tuesdays : 6:30 - 8:30pm                  

       Life Principles from the         

       Old Testament Prophets.            

       Lddsr `s Hkdmd Kdhsbgƍr-  

       Contact Laura Harden:                       

      526-5484; hardenllh@yahoo.com                                               

     ü     Crafts With a Purpose:                

        Informal Fellowship                         

          2nd & 4th Saturday:                          

        9-11am                       

        Ministry Center 1                                              

        Led by Betty Jung: 578-6864,                     

         Barb Humphreys: 539-2330 &                

         Nancy Mickens: 575-7087.                     

    http://www.crosspointsr/women 

 ǒSENIORS:  SENIORS:  SENIORS:                                 

      55+ BIBLE Study                                                           

      Thursdays:                            

      10:30am- 12:00pm              

      Ministry Center 1                                        

       Contact Craig Van Zandt:                            

                              568-4261.    

ǒHOME GROUPS:                               HOME GROUPS:                               HOME GROUPS:                                  

               to start a home group or join an    

      existing group,  visit:  

      www.crosspointsr.org/homegroups,  

       or contact Marilyn Stewart:                                    

       538-1972 

...and Thank you to all volunteers! ...and Thank you to all volunteers! ...and Thank you to all volunteers!    

 This was again a special year for Crosspoint as we were one of the area               

ƏQdk`x BdmsdqrƐ vhsg N-B-B-  We received shoeboxes and packed them into                

                 cartons so they could be shipped to the central receiving location, and then       

on to their  destinations.  Our 26 volunteers put in 47 hours of labor.   

Thank you, Dorina Alford, Ann Babbitt, Irene Barton, Ken & Sue Blossom,                    

Phyllis Carrozza,  Margarita Capurro, Laurie Cox, Robert Dowdell, Marcia Duncan,             

Jasmine Jiang,  Ann Johnston,  Betty Jung, Julia Korpela,  Joey Labruzzo,                          

Karen Larsen, Ilene Leitch, Brian Lilley,  Hal and Nancy Mickens, Paula Mairel,               

Donna Morton, Betty Pickett,  Don and Dee Roberts and Jan Thompson. 

                              Thank you Crosspoint!Thank you Crosspoint!Thank you Crosspoint!   

          You generously gave 101 shoeboxes for                                

R`l`qhs`mƍr Otqrd Nodq`shnm Bgqhrsl`r Bghkc+ `mc

48 bags of food items for the                      

           Qdcvnnc Fnrodk Lhrrhnmƍr D`bg Nmd Eddc Nmd b`lo`hfm- 

  The shoeboxes will be delivered to needy kids in Peru, Philippines,    

      Nepal and Indonesia.  Please be praying for the kids who will receive  

   the shoeboxes: that their hearts will be open to the good news of the           

gospel and will share Jesus with friends and family. 

Seniors:     Seniors:     Seniors:     Merry Christmas all seniors! You are invited to our                                                               

    Seniors Christmas Breakfast and game day on December  17                                                   

at 10:30am in Ministry Center 1 . 

Gonna be lots of fun! Doesn't matter if you have been naughty or nice this year - in other 

words, made it to our little group this year or not, Santa's elves have given me the report on you 

`kk+ `mc vd&ud cdbhcdc vd `qd fnhmf sn hmuhsd xnt `mxv`x. Again, think not twice about show-

ing up for this little Christmas soiree regardless if you have never shown up before.  

We would like to meet you and enjoy some fun fellowship over good food and a game or two. 

Yes, there will be chocolate and maybe even some Christmas prizes as well. 

Please let me know ! Merry Christmas blessings of His love and grace to you all. 

Craig Van Zandt:   568-4261    

 


